Coulomb Force Lab Prequestions

1.  Briefly describe the purpose of this lab.

2.  Draw a series of diagrams that show the process for charging in this lab. (Be sure to indicate the relative size of the charges on each object.)

3.  At what point do you discharge and recharge the ping pong ball?

4.  Explain the purpose of doing the 10 cm run twice?

5.  Why does each trial need to be done quickly?

6.  What happens if the ball on the torsion balance swings around and touches the metal supports?  What do you do if this happens?

7.  Why should you not touch either of the ping-pong balls with your hands?

8.  How do you obtain a force reading using a torsion balance?

9.  Should you find the average of your trials before graphing?  Why or why not?

